specifically applied to the unique challenges of studying plants. The book claims to assume no specialized knowledge of plant biology and indeed goes in some detail into necessary background information and terms. And herein lies the problem with this book. By being limited to so few pages, the book at times seems to pick and choose what to focus on, covering in excellent detail and clarity some areas, while giving short shrift to others.
The introduction of the book effectively lays out the plan for the book and most importantly to me, explains why there is value in writing a book specifically devoted to plant genomics. The author explains that some of the unique characteristics of plants, such as the large variability in genome size and the frequent occurrence of polyploidization, provide particular challenges to the application of genomic tools and research. Needless to say, with the growing body of research on plant biology facillitated by genomics, a book to summarize and impose some order on this field is useful. The author also points out the importance of research on crop plants and addresses some of the controversies surrounding genetic manipulation of plants.
Chapter In his defense, Gordon believes all ethical discourse should wait until the technology arrives, as the debate will turn on real details, not speculations. Other inconsistencies and difficulties plague these last chapters, but to dwell on them is to do an injustice to an otherwise wonderful and much needed contribution to the contemporary fears about biomedical science. Gordon's basic message, and the source of his antipathy to legal intervention, is that biotechnology, like every extension of human power over other humans, can obviously serve to promulgate the inequities of race, class, and sex, but it also can challenge society to live up to its ideals, and provide the impetus for progressive change. We cannot only invent new technologies, we must also reinvent society to be worthy of them. This powerful ethical message, combined with Gordon's scientific acumen, make for a simultaneously accessible and thoughtful book. This book, and others like it, will serve a vital role in enabling a democratic resolution of these contentious issues. 
